OF THE 


Poor French Refugees, - 


H E Y humbly ſhew, Thar they were gracioul inricdd into 
this Kingdom, both by wer. Boker] aro Fung 


April 25, 1689, This laſt is 


| - 'The Circumſtances of the Refugees being tiow much more deplorable than 
ever, their urgent Neceſſities force them to implore the bountiful Help of * 
ths Houſe, which is their laſt hope in their ſad Extremity, ha- 

ring tried all other mens imaginable. 


Their Number amounted, laſt year, ro-4300 hd upwards, among which 

- Families, Widows and Orphans, whoſe Husbands and Fathers have loſt 
their enoret cer wipe ,> Service, and other diſtreſſed People, through Age, 
Sickneſs and other Caſualties : which Number is & this time rhuch increaled 
by reaſon of other poor P 


ns ove and hi , nnnwniions ar. L Dating 


cople, newly come from Switzerland and Germany, 
invited over by his Majeſty, to: be , ng Ireland, ind that ſtay here + 
throngh want of Money to lend them over. 


| © Theſe Diſtreſſed Proceſtams, ind particularly the Miniſters; whoſe Edu- 
cation and- Attendance ro:their Mimſtry do render them unfit for any othet 
: Work, arc & much more worthy of Compaſſion, that the Edit which broke 
that of Nants, did command them to d the Kingdom of France within 
fifteen days, upoe pgin of being ſent to the Galleys ; ſo'that many are come 
way naked and deſticute of vappace Morcover, many Perſons of very 
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63.3 
good Quality of both Sexes, born to fair Eſtates, and bred up accordingly 


without Trade or Profeſſion, after having been ruined by the Dragoons were 
forced to come over, where they have been invited to take Refuge. 


Theſe Poor Refugees, when they received his Majeſty's Charitable Al- 
lowance of about 1000 /. per Month, _it was ſometimes given them in remote 
Tallies, which being exchanged for Money, yielded much leſs ; fo that if 
you take them one with another, ' each of them had not much above 3 /. 
per Annum to live upon, though their very Lodgings amounted to near as 


, much. 


Being in that Condition, they have exhauſted, long ſince the Charities of 
thoſe of the French that were in any capacity to relieve them, and withour 
which it is evident they had ſtarved ; and though the ſame Perſons do, even 
now, all they can towards the Relicf of theſe their poor Brethren, yer be- 
ſides that, they have to aſſiſt both the Poor of their Nation-that were here, 
and thoſe Refugees that came into England before the Revocation of the E- 
dict aforeſaid, and alſo to contribute to the Poor of the ſeveral Pariſhes they 
live in. The Number of thoſe that came over ſince the {aid Reyocation, is 
ſo. great, and their Wants ſo: extream, that all the Maintenance they can 
aftord. them ,, begrs. no Proportion with the preſſing Neceffiry they are 
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groaning under. þ 


To evidence furcher the extream Miſery of this miſerable People, they 
beg leave to ſay, That his Majeſty hath not continued to them the former 
Allowance of 1000 /. per Month'theſe rwenty Months laſt paſt, excepting 
only 20001. at the time he granted them the laſt Brief, which, t; 
with the Sum of 1658 /. 16s. given by (everal of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and other Noble and Charitable Perſons, with the Sum colleQed 
upon the ſaid Brief, amount to the Sum! of 7305 4. 45s. which cometh far 
ſhort of yielding any tolerable Suppply to rhe Needs ,an-i Numbers of ſo 
many Poor People, that have ſuffered the Loſs of their Eſtates for the Cauſs 
of the Goſpel : a great part of whom have no Linen to keep them clean, no 
Beds to lie on, and no Cloaths to put on. 


This their deplorable Caſe hath been expoſed fo plain to the Commiſſio- | 
ners of the Brief aforeſaid, that they cerrifie the ſame 'ro be true. And 
as ſeveral Poor among the French Refugees are dead for want of Neceſſa- 
ries, ſo many others lived only upon credit ; and now their Creditors, 
even of this Nation as well as of their own, ſhall ſuffer great Loſs, if "theſe 
Poor People ſhould not be put into a Capacity to pay their Landlords, Ba- 
kers, Brewers, and others; ſo that they may expect the Hardſhip of a 
Priſon, which hath been the Caſe of ſome already. And there being no 
body that would truſt them for the furure, they mult needs beg their Bread 
in the Streets, and thereby lie under the Abule of rhe Engliſh Beggars, or 
be forced -to ſtarve in their poor Lodgings, if they are not turned out of 
chem by their Landlords. 


Bur 
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Bur after this ſhort Account, which even Neceſſity, Hunger and Naked- 
neſs (overcoming Shame) draw out of ſorrowful Hearts, they dgclare that 
none pray for Relief but ſuch as are Superannuated, Sick, or Infants under 
the Ape of ten Years, and ſuch Widows as have had their Husbands killed 
in this preſent War, or actually uncapable of any Labour. 


All which is humbly offered to the Wiſdom and Charitable 
(onfideration of this Honourable Houſe. 


E whoſe Names are under-written, being called by the 

Lord Keeper and ſeveral Lords to affiſt in the Diſpoſal of 

the Moneys collected upon the laſt Brief; do atreſt the Truth of 
what is i Hi laid concerning it, and that we do believe the Con. 
dition of the French Refugees to be as deplorable as is herein declared. 


Tho. Firmin, 
Charles Dubog, 
H. Renen, 
P. Renen, 

Will. Faukener.. 


. 


